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Scholarships of Resilience 
Building a Future Beyond Loss 

 

by Shlomi Nahumson 

 

Zehava Gross Meydan, Chairwoman, and Shlomi Nahumson, CEO, 
with two of this year's scholarship recipients. Photo: IDFWO 

 
A young soldier, a family left behind, and a life suddenly 
reshaped by loss. Through IDFWO’s support, grief is met with 
guidance, care, and community. 
At this year’s Scholarship Awards, resilience takes center stage 
in every story. We are committed to ensuring that no widow or 
orphan has to walk this path alone. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Last month, I stood at the funeral of a young soldier who was 
taken from us far too soon. He left behind a widow and an 
eighteen-month-old son, who was too young to understand 
what was happening. He had not yet spoken his first word. 

In the days and weeks that followed, I could not stop thinking 
about that little boy. About his immense loss, his life, the road 
ahead of him, and the challenges he and his mother would 
face. And then I found myself thinking about all the ways the 
IDF Widows & Orphans Organization would be there for them 
both. 

Perhaps his mother will find support and encouragement 
through Otzmama – our program specifically designed for 
mothers with young children. Maybe, when he gets a bit older, 
he will attend an Otzma camp together with other children who 
understand his loss better than almost anyone else. One day, 
he may celebrate his Bar Mitzvah alongside other children of 
fallen soldiers approaching this same pivotal moment in their 
lives and join our annual trip to the United States to feel the 
embrace of his fellow Jews. And later on, he might participate in 
Talah, our personalized development program, serve his 
country, pursue an academic degree, build a career, and a 
future of his own. 

Just a few weeks after this funeral, I had the privilege of 
attending IDFWO's annual Scholarship Awards Ceremony. 
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And as I looked around the room, I saw that little boy's journey 
in the eyes of all those being celebrated that night. I saw people 
who, despite navigating unimaginable loss, choose to continue 
to move forward with great courage and conviction. 

At this year’s event, 478 scholarships and grants totaling more 
than NIS 2 million - the highest amount to date - were 
distributed through this program. Every shekel represents a 
commitment we made to each one of them from the moment 
they joined our community. 

But this event is about so much more than financial support. It 
is about recognizing perseverance and celebrating these 
remarkable achievements. 

Since October 7, 2023, 358 new widows and widowers and 908 
newly bereaved orphans have joined our community. 

Many of them are only beginning their journey. 

For IDFWO, our commitment to them, as to all the families we 
serve, is to accompany them on this journey. We will be there at 
every milestone, every stage, and every moment that shapes 
their lives and their futures. And we will make sure that none of 
them will ever have to walk this path alone. 

 

ARC to ISRAEL, our partner in Germany, supports the work of 
IDFWO for widows and orphans. And your collective support 
enables us to be there for each one of them. For that, we thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts. 
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In this video, you will gain a vivid insight into our work: This is 
IDFWO – A Home for Israel’s Widows and Orphans 

 

Further reports on the work of IDFWO and the cooperation with 
ARC to ISRAEL can be found here: 
Israel Aid Projects | Arc to Israel 

 

With my deepest gratitude, 

Shlomi Nahumson 
CEO, IDF Widows & Orphans Organization 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pNdKuSZPHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pNdKuSZPHs
https://www.arc-to-israel.org/en/hilfsprojekte-aid-projects
https://www.arc-to-israel.org/en/spenden-fuer-israel-donations

