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Widows and Orphans of Nir Oz   
     

 

Sigal and her children 

During the horrific attack on October 7, Dolev rushed his wife Sigal, 
who was nine months pregnant, and their three children Raz (7), Yotam 
(6), and Ron (3) into the shelter of their home. Unlike most other 
shelters in the area, this one could be locked—a fact that ultimately 
saved their lives as terrorists stormed into their house. 

But Dolev did not stay inside. He was a volunteer paramedic with both 
Magen David Adom and United Hatzalah, Israel’s leading emergency 
response organizations. His instinct was to save lives, so he ran out to 
help. 

At around 4:00 PM, when the IDF evacuated survivors to the kibbutz’s 
kindergarten, Dolev was missing. In the days that followed, no sign of 
life, no trace of him was found. It was assumed that he had been 
kidnapped. 

Nine days later, on October 16, Sigal gave birth to their daughter Dor—
in a world that had fallen apart. She had no news of her husband, had 
lost her home and all their belongings. Her sister-in-law, Arbel, to 
whom she was very close, had been abducted to Gaza. The future felt 
like a black tunnel, with only one constant: the relentless Hamas 
attacks. 

In June 2024, the IDF conducted a new analysis of unidentified remains 
from Nir Oz. With the help of forensic and anthropological experts, it 
was finally confirmed: Dolev had been murdered on October 7. 

Along with his remains, they buried the hope that had carried them for 
eight long months. 
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Yet a spark of resilience persisted - Sigal’s children needed her. And 
Arbel, Dolev’s younger sister, was still suffering unimaginable horrors 
in the tunnels of Gaza, clinging to the hope of freedom. 

In February 2025, as part of a hostage deal, Arbel was finally released. 
Now, she is struggling to rebuild her life. 

Sigal, is currently focusing all her energy on her children. They carry the 
trauma of October 7 in their hearts, mourning a loss too great for their 
young souls to comprehend. But she is determined: they will have a 
future filled with light, despite everything. 

 
 

Hadas’  Grief with no end in sight 

Tamir was one of seven security personnel in Nir Oz. On October 7, 
hundreds of terrorists overran the kibbutz. Tamir was among the first to 
take up arms, determined to protect his people, his home, his family. 
He saved lives before he was shot. 

Meanwhile, his wife Hadas and their two children, Asaf (8) and Neta 
(4), were locked inside a shelter. The door held firm. But then, terrorists 
set fire to the neighboring apartment. The smoke filled their bunker, 
and they almost suffocated—until, at the last moment, the army 
arrived. 

Tamir, however, was not so lucky. Severely wounded and bleeding he 
was thrown onto a Hamas vehicle before being taken alive to Gaza. But 
the terrorists showed no mercy, and he succumbed to his injuries the 
same day due to a lack of medical care. His body is still being held in 
Gaza by the terrorists. 

Hadas stands amidst the ruins of the dream she and Tamir had built 
together. She has lost the love of her life, her belongings are destroyed, 
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and her home is reduced to nothing but charred walls with tattered 
remnants hanging from the roof. 

Tamir’s children desperately long for their father. The explanation that 
he died a hero does not bring them comfort. Through tears, his son 
said: "I want my father, I don’t want a hero in Gaza." 

Hadas, too, finds no peace. It is of utmost importance to her to bring 
Tamir home and lay him to rest in his kibbutz. She cannot move forward 
until this happens. As long as his body remains in Gaza, the wounds 
cannot heal—a gaping void remains in her live. 

On top of the immense loss and the daily struggle to survive under 
these conditions, there is an additional pain - one that never ends. The 
cruel uncertainty, the endless waiting - the weight of grief is 
unbearable. 

 

 

Through our project supporting orphaned Israeli children, we got to 
know Sigal and Hadas via the Forum for Families, Hostages, and 
Missing Persons, and we have been in contact for months. Now, at last, 
we are here—to embrace them, to show them how much their suffering 
matters to us. We will walk this difficult path with them. We will help 
carry the weight of their sorrow as much as we can. 
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