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Nir Oz   
The Tragedy of Nir Oz.      

 
Nir Oz was once a thriving place of life, community, and peace. 
Founded in 1955, this Israeli kibbutz had around 450 residents on the 
eve of October 6, 2023—men, women, and children who made their 
living through agriculture and were known for their botanical garden. 
Located just two kilometers from the Gaza border, many of its 
residents saw this proximity as an opportunity: for years, they had 
transported Palestinian patients from Gaza to Israeli hospitals for 
medical treatment. 

But on that fateful morning of October 7, their trust in peace was 
shattered in the most brutal way. 

At 6:49 AM, 500 terrorists from Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and 
the Mujahideen Brigades stormed the kibbutz on motorcycles, on foot, 
and in small trucks. Just eight minutes later came the first murder: 74-
year-old Bracha Levinson was shot in her home—her killer uploaded a 
video of her death to her own Facebook profile. 

Nir Oz’s civilian security team consisted of just seven men. They never 
stood a chance. The attackers moved from house to house, tearing 
families apart, looting, setting homes on fire, destroying the water 
supply, and leaving behind a trail of blood and flames. 

There are harrowing recordings from that day—final messages from 
desperate people who did not understand what was happening, who 
witnessed terrorists breaking into their homes, who saw their houses 
turned into death traps by fire. They pleaded for help that never came. 
      The film by Eli Katzoff captures these heartbreaking messages and 
devastating images (www.timesofisrael.com/kibbutz-nir-oz-as-it-
happened/). 
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Organized resistance from the IDF was almost nonexistent. With terror 
erupting across multiple border communities, military command 
lacked a clear picture of the situation. Few units were specifically 
ordered to head to Nir Oz, and those that did were ambushed along the 
way. By the time the army finally reached the kibbutz, it was too late. All 
they found was destruction and unbearable grief. 

Out of the approximately 450 residents, 47 were murdered, and 79 
were kidnapped. The survivors were evacuated—first to Eilat, then to 
Kiryat Gat, where they still live as of April 2025. 

 

 

The Story of the Bibas Family 

Among the victims of the Nir Oz massacre was the Bibas family. The 
father, Yarden, was kidnapped while covered in blood, dragged away on 
a motorcycle. His wife, Shiri, desperately clung to their two little red-
haired boys, trying in vain to protect them from the terrorists—nine-
month-old Kfir and four-year-old Ariel. Her face, contorted with fear, 
was seen around the world. Just two months later, as forensic 
examinations later confirmed, Shiri and her children were brutally 
murdered in Hamas captivity. 

In early February 2025, after 16 months in a cage deep in Hamas’ terror 
tunnels, Yarden was released as part of a hostage deal. His first public 
words:    "Please, please bring my family back. As long as they are 
there, I am in darkness." 

Weeks later, his wife and his two little boys were also returned to Israel 
- not alive, but in coffins. On that day, it felt as if even the heavens and 
the stones themselves wept. 
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Our Connection to Nir Oz 

Our connection to Nir Oz began in the final hours of our trip to 
Jerusalem when we met Shlomo and Smadar on the rooftop of our 
hotel. They care for the four orphaned children of Smadar’s brother, 
who was murdered in Nir Oz along with his wife, Maya. Maya’s body 
was taken to Gaza. 

This encounter marked us. I later wrote about Maya’s story in the 
article "Bring Maya Home Now." Since then, we have remained in 
close contact with Shlomo and Smadar. Their pain and their fight to 
bring the hostages home have become part of our own lives. 

A few months later, through our project supporting Israeli orphans, 
we connected with two more families from Nir Oz—Sigal, Hadas, and 
their children, whom we will meet on this trip. Both their husbands 
were brutally murdered on October 7. 

And now, we travel with Shlomo and Smadar to Nir Oz—the “Land of 
Strength” that became a land of horror on that fateful day. We go to 
bear witness, to tell the world what happened. 
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